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INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC

U.S. citizens are cordially invited to the U.S. Embassy-AmCham Macedonia

Independence Day Picnic
Saturday, July 5th, 2008 from 4:00 — 8:00 pm
at the Military Athletic Club (Skopje City Park)

Tickets:

400 MKD per adult

150 MKD per child (2-12 years old only; children under 2 are free)
Drinks, hamburgers and hotdogs are included in the ticket price.
Note: Tickets will not be available at the door and are non-refundable.

Tickets will be on sale from June 09 — 26™. To purchase tickets, come to the U.S.
Embassy Monday through Thursday between the hours of 10:00 am — 2:00 pm. Upon
arrival at the Embassy, please indicate to the guard that you want to purchase tickets
and ask them to call ext. 2158 or 2227. You must have your valid U.S. passport with
you at the time of purchase.

Activities: Games, music, food and more!
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What to bring:

-ID

- Dessert to share

- Frisbees, footballs, blankets, chairs, and anything else you might need for an
all-American style picnic

For further details call the Community Liaison Office at 311-6180, ext. 2158 or 2227.

SAFETY AND SECURITY SITUATION

While the security situation in Macedonia is currently stable, travelers should always
be alert for unusual behavior and other possible indicators that something out of the
ordinary might be happening. Americans should avoid demonstrations and other
sites, such as roadblocks, where large crowds are gathered, particularly those
involving political causes or striking workers. While overall levels of crime
throughout Macedonia remain low, there have been occasional incidents of home and
vehicle break-ins. We remind all American citizens to lock their windows and doors
at all times and not to leave any valuables in plain sight in their vehicle.

Acts of violence in recent months in public venues, such as cafes and nightclubs,
appear to be isolated incidents; however, all Americans are urged to remain alert and
observant when in public. If you are inadvertently caught in this situation, take the
following actions: remain calm, seek a position of cover (under a table, etc.), avoid
confrontation, leave if you can safely do so, try to stay with your group, and call the
police.

The Worldwide Caution issued for American citizens abroad by the U.S. Department
of State regarding the threat of terrorist acts has been updated as of January 17, 2008.
For the latest security information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly
monitor the Department’s website at http://travel.state.gov, where up-to-date
Worldwide Caution Public Announcements, Travel Warnings and Public
Announcements can be found.

UPCOMING HOLIDAYS
The Embassy will be closed for the following holidays:

American Independence Day — Friday, July 4
Labor Day — Monday, September 1
Macedonian Independence Day — Monday, September 8

RENEWING U.S. PASSPORTS AHEAD OF SUMMER TRAVEL

U.S. citizens who will be traveling this summer are strongly encouraged to check their
passports (and those of their family members) now to confirm that they have not
expired or will not expire soon. Don't let a long-awaited vacation or a move to
another country become a nightmare because of an expired passport. Note that some

2


http://travel.state.gov/
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/pa/pa_1161.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis_pa_tw_1168.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis_pa_tw_1168.html
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis_pa_tw_1168.html

countries require foreigners to have a passport with a validity of at least six months in
order to be granted entry to their country; you should check with the Embassy of the
country you are traveling to. If your passport has expired or is nearing its expiration
date, you should begin the process of applying for a new one immediately in order to
beat the summer rush. A passport applied for at the Embassy can take 1-2 weeks to
process. For information on renewal procedures, application forms, fees, etc., please
see http://travel.state.gov

INTERNET-BASED REGISTRATION SYSTEM

U.S. citizens around the world who travel or reside abroad can record foreign trip and
residence information at https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs/. The Department of
State invites U.S. citizens to register themselves and their families. The registration
information is used to communicate with US citizens and assist them in case of an
emergency. If the citizens are already registered with the Embassy, the Department
asks that they please re-register on line to update their records.

The registration site provides up-to-date travel information customized to each
citizen's unique travel agenda and itinerary. The data citizens provide is secured
behind Department of State firewalls, accessed only by cleared personnel in
Embassies, Consulates, and the Department of State, and releasable only with the U.S.
citizen's permission under the provisions of the Privacy Act.

SOCIAL SECURITY AND YOU

The U.S. Social Security program provides insurance against the loss of income due
to retirement, death, or disability. The U.S. system is relatively new compared to
many European national pension systems.

The Social Security system was created in 1935 and has since undergone many
changes. Several significant events in history have shaped it; such as population
shifts from the countryside into big cities, longer life expectancy, and the steady
decline in the practice of extended families. The increasing number of workers who
are spending their careers in more than one country also has had an impact.

To become eligible for Social Security benefits, a worker generally has to work at
least 10 years in the United States. However, social security agencies from around the
world have recognized that there are a growing number of workers who have spent
their careers working in more than one country. Thus, many of these workers have
found that they do not qualify for benefits under the normal rules. For this group of
workers, social security agencies have entered into “totalization agreements” whereby
each country can use another country’s work record to qualify the worker for benefits
from one or both countries. For a list of countries that have an agreement with the
United States, please go to http://www.ssa.gov/international/status.html.

For workers who fall under a totalization agreement, only 1.5 years of work in the
United States is needed to qualify for benefits. In addition, the worker’s spouse and
young children, under certain conditions, may also qualify for benefits. The worker
and/or dependents do not have to be U.S. citizens to qualify for benefits.
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IRS SAYS ECONOMIC STIMULUS PAYMENTS ON THE WAY

The Internal Revenue Service has begun to transfer economic stimulus payments to
millions of Americans. The IRS will issue payments of up to $600 ($1,200 for
married couples) plus $300 for eligible children younger than 17, throughout the
spring and summer. The first wave of payments will go to people who opted for
direct deposit on their 2007 income tax returns. Whether a taxpayer opted for direct
deposit determines how soon the payment will arrive. The first cycle of paper checks
will be mailed starting May 9.

Even people who normally do not have a filing requirement may be eligible for the
stimulus payment. People who have no filing requirement must have at least $3,000
in qualifying income. Qualifying income includes any combination of earned income,
nontaxable combat pay they elect to include in earned income, and certain payments
from Social Security, Veterans Affairs, and Railroad Retirement.

People with at least $3,000 in qualifying income may qualify for an economic
stimulus payment of $300 ($600 for married couples) plus the $300 per qualifying
child payment. However, they must file a 2007 income tax return by Oct. 15, 2008, to
receive a stimulus payment. They can use the simple Form 1040A and provide basic
information. Form 1040A is available on http://www.irs.gov, the official IRS Web
site.

The payment schedule announced earlier this year is for people who filed early
enough to have their tax returns processed by April 15. People who did not submit a
return in time for it to be processed by April 15 may see their stimulus payments later
than the scheduled dates. For the payments schedule, please see:
http://www.irs.gov/irs/article/0,,id=180250,00.html. For frequently asked questions
about the payments, please see:
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=181991,00.html.

E-MAILS CLAIMING TO BE FROM THE IRS ARE BOGUS

Please be aware that the IRS does not initiate taxpayer communications through
email. Moreover, the IRS does not request detailed personal information through
email, or ask taxpayers for any sensitive information such as personal identification
numbers, passwords, or similar access information for credit cards or bank accounts.

Anyone receiving unsolicited email communication claiming to be from the IRS,
please forward the original message to: phishing@irs.gov and then follow the
instructions given on the following website:
http://www.irs.gov/privacy/article/0,,id=179820,00.html

There are reports of scammers contacting people via email that claim to require
detailed personal information in order to receive the economic stimulus payment.
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Please note that the economic stimulus payments are automatic for eligible taxpayers
who filed a 2007 tax return; taxpayers do not need to take any additional action to
receive the payment.

For more detailed information and FAQs, please see the following website:
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=182735,00.html

U.S. “STUDENTS ABROAD” WEBSITE

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Consular Affairs recently launched a public
affairs campaign called "Students Abroad" that targets United States citizen college
students and young people studying and traveling internationally.

This campaign promotes safe, smart travel overseas to college students and spring-
breakers. The campaign centers on a new website, http://studentsabroad.state.gov,
which offers U.S. college students a one-stop reference for international travel.

This website also offers flyers called "Go Guides" that students and universities can
download, as well as a travel wallet card. The campaign's slogan "Go From Here"
signals that U.S. “Students Abroad” should be the first stop on every American
student's trip overseas.

VOTING: THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN FILLING OUT THE FPCA

Fill out ALL blocks shaded in your state or territories' instructions in the Guide.

When filling out Block 3, "My Voting Residence”, you must include a complete street
address of where you actually lived in the state or territory in which you are voting, in
order for the Local Election Official to place you in the proper voting precinct. A post
office box is not appropriate. If your address includes a Rural Route, use Block 6
"Additional Information” to indicate the specific location of your residence. For
example, state "2 miles south of the intersection of Route 9 and 1-34." This address
should be different from your Block 4 address and must be within the county or
township where you claim legal voting residence.

When filling out Block 4.a, "Where to Send My Voting Materials", enter the complete
mailing address where you are currently living and where you wish to receive your
absentee ballots. This address must be different from your Block 3 address. If you will
have a new mailing address by the time election materials will be sent to you, please
be sure to indicate this address here.

In order to vote in Presidential or state primaries, most states and territories require
that you specify your party affiliation in Block 5. Refer to the VVoting Assistance
Guide for specific information regarding your state's primary elections.

If you use the online version of the FPCA, be careful where you download the form.
The official online version of the FPCA is available at www.fvap.gov and each
Service's website. County websites may include a version of the form to be used by
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citizens voting in a specific jurisdiction. Make sure you are eligible to use that form
and vote in that jurisdiction before using downloading and completing the form.

LEAVING MACEDONIA?

If you are departing from Macedonian after a long stay here, and you formally
registered your stay with the U.S. Embassy in Skopje, please be sure to "cancel™ your
registration when you leave Macedonia.

If you have registered online, you can cancel your registration yourself by visiting the
following website: http://travelregistration.state.gov, or by e-mailing us at
consularskopje@state.gov

This newsletter is an unofficial and informal source of practical information for American citizens
residing in Macedonia. If you have comments, questions, or suggestions, please contact the Consular
Section at (02) 311-6180, or at consularskopje@state.gov. This newsletter is also available on the
American Citizens Services page of our website at http://skopje.usembassy.gov
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